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Abstract:

Maritime activity, while crucial for economic development, is inherently
risky, with collisions posing a significant threat to both life and property.
The increasing sophistication of shipbuilding technologies has further
exacerbated this risk, necessitating internationally recognized regulations.
Saudi Arabia, given its strategic location on the Arabian Gulf and the Red
Sea, is particularly susceptible to maritime collisions. This study
investigates the determination of liability in such incidents within the Saudi
commercial maritime system, referencing international treaties and laws.
It analyzes relevant Saudi regulations, identifies contributing factors to
collisions, assesses their financial, environmental, and social
consequences, and proposes recommendations for enhancing the Saudi
maritime system and preventative measures. The study is structured in four
chapters, covering the nature of maritime collisions in legal and
comparative contexts, the conditions of collisions and the captain's
responsibilities, types of collisions and their respective liabilities, and legal
proceedings related to collisions. Employing a comparative analytical
approach, the study concludes that the Saudi system prioritizes collision
management through dedicated legislation, with liability determined by the
cause of the incident (error, force majeure, shared fault). Key
recommendations include educating maritime stakeholders on collision
regulations and fostering international cooperation in collision prevention.

Keywords: Maritime Collision, Saudi Maritime System, Legal Liability,
International Treaties, Laws, Arbitration, Compensation, Maritime Safety.
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